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EXAMINER'S AMENDMENT 

1 . An Examiner's amendment to the record appears below. Should the changes 
and/or additions be unacceptable to applicant, an amendment may be filed as provided 
by 37 CFR 1 .312. To ensure consideration of such an amendment, it MUST be 
submitted no later than the payment of the issue fee. 

Authorization for this examiner's amendment was given in a telephone interview with 
Attorney Kennedy on 3/26/08. 

The application has been amended as follows: 

2. Claims 1-6,12,15,17-19,21-37, and 42-44 are allowed. Claims 23-26, and 
31-37, which are previously withdrawn from consideration as a result of a 
restriction requirement, are hereby rejoined and allowed as well. Claims 38 and 
40 have been cancelled. 

In claim 1 (Currently Amended): 

Lines 2-20, "one or more containers having a top rim, a closed 
bottom... releasably secure relationship" has been deleted and replaced with --one or 
more containers having a top opening, a first circumferential projection arranged along a 
perimeter of the top opening and defining a first region size, a first engagement portion 
located near the top opening, a closed bottom opposing the top opening and a plurality 
of closed sidewalls adjoining the bottom, the bottom and sidewalls being configured to 
be able to hold water; a first support frame having a hollow tube shape with at least one 
sidewall and a first end having a first end opening and a second end opposing the first 
end having a second end opening and a second engagement portion located near the 
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first end opening; a second circumferential projection arranged along a perimeter of the 
first end opening and defining a second region size being smaller than the first region 
size such that the bottom and sidewalls of the container can pass through the first end 
opening and the first circumferential projection is prevented from passing through the 
first end opening by the second circumferential projection; and the first and second 
engagement portions being cooperative to form an assembled together releasable 
relationship between the first support frame near the first end opening and the container 
near the top opening, such that the container and the first support frame can be 
detachably assembled together in the releasable relationship--. 
In claim 2 (Currently Amended): 

Lines 3-25, "a second support frame having a hollow tube shape with at... the 
first and second releasably secure relationships" has been deleted and replaced with -a 
second support frame having a hollow tube shape with at least one sidewall and a first 
end having a first end opening and a second end opposing the first end having a 
second end opening and a third engagement portion located near the first end opening 
thereof; a third circumferential projection arranged along a perimeter of the first end 
opening of the second support frame and defining a third region size being smaller than 
the first region size such that the bottom and sidewalls of the container can pass 
through the first end opening of the second support frame and the first circumferential 
projection is prevented from passing through the first end opening of the second support 
frame by the third circumferential projection; the first and third engagement portions 
being cooperative to form an assembled together second releasable relationship 
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between the second support frame and the container when the container and the 
second support frame are assembled together, such that the container and the second 
support frame can be detachably assembled in the second releasable relationship; the 
flower box assembly being arranged with the first end opening of the first support frame 
adjacent the first end opening of the second support frame and the first, second and 
third engagement portions of the container and the first and second support frames, 
respectively, cooperating in the first and second releasable relationships --. 
In claim 19 (Currently Amended): 

Line 3, --first and second- has been inserted before "engagement portions are". 
In claim 23 (Withdrawn): 

Lines 3-14, "the inner box is coupled with the first inner box holder with... upper 
side of the first inner box holder" has been deleted and replaced with -- the first 
circumferential projection extends at an angle at least in part in a horizontal direction 
adjacent an upper edge of at least one sidewall of the container, which first 
circumferential projection is provided with at least one first projection which engages the 
second circumferential projection adjacent the first end opening of the first support 
frame; and the at least one first projection includes a wall part extending throughout the 
circumference of the container from the first circumferential projection in a downward 
direction--. 

In claim 24 (Withdrawn): 

Lines 3-14, "the sidewalls of the inner box. ..upper side of the first inner box 
holder" has been deleted and replaced with - the sidewalls of the container, viewed 
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from the top opening, taper slightly towards each other in the direction of the bottom, 
such that the container is nestable within another; in the at least one sidewall of the first 
support frame, at least one light passage opening is included; the first circumferential 
projection extends at an angle at least in part in a horizontal direction adjacent an upper 
edge of at least one sidewall of the container, which first circumferential projection is 
provided with at least one first projection which engages the second circumferential 
projection adjacent the first end opening of the first support frame--. 
In claim 25 (Withdrawn): 

Lines 3-15, "the inner box is coupled with the first... engagement for stable 
stacking" has been deleted and replaced with ~ the first circumferential projection 
extends at an angle at least in part in a horizontal direction adjacent an upper edge of 
at least one sidewall of the container, which first circumferential projection is provided 
with at least one first projection which engages the second circumferential projection 
adjacent the first end opening of the first support frame; the projection comprises a wall 
part extending throughout the circumference of the container, from the first 
circumferential projection in a direction toward the container bottom; and the second 
end opening of the first support frame is designed such that two first support frames 
placed onto each other with abutting second end openings form a cooperative 
engagement for stable stacking-. 

In claim 26 (Withdrawn): 

Line 1, "claim 12" has been amended to -claim 37-; 
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Lines 3-21, "the lower edge of the first and second inner box... rectangular cross 
section" has been deleted and replaced with - the respective second end openings of 
the two first support frames are provided with at least one toothed provision to stack the 
two first support frames onto each other by the abutting respective second end 
openings in a stable manner; the container and the two first support frames have a 
substantially rectangular cross section--. 

In claim 27 (Currently Amended): 

Lines 2-35, "18, wherein... different relative orientations" has been deleted and 
replaced with -18, wherein: the first and second engagement portions are cooperative 
to form a releasably secure relationship with a particular engaging force, which 
engaging force is greater than a weight of the first support frame, and the flower box 
assembly further comprises: a second support frame having a similar shape as the first 
support frame with a first end having a first end opening and a second end having a 
second end opening and having a third engagement portion near the first end opening 
of the second support frame, the third engagement portion being cooperative with the 
first engagement portion of the container to form an assembled together second 
releasable relationship between the third engagement portion and the first engagement 
portion when the container and the second support frame are assembled in the first or 
second relative position, and wherein each of the first and second end openings of the 
first support frame respectively match the first and second end openings of the second 
support frame to permit the first and second support frames of different flower box 
assemblies to be stackable with each other in different relative orientations --. 
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In claim 28 (Currently Amended): 

Lines 3-14, "the container and the first support frame... container" has been 
deleted and replaced with -the container and the first support frame are assembled with 
the bottom and sidewalls of the container being passed through the first end opening to 
extend substantially within the first support frame and the first and second engagement 
portions cooperate to form the assembled together releasable relationship; and the 
second engaging portion on the first support frame further comprising the second 
circumferential projection which engages the first engaging portion on the container--. 

In claim 29 (Currently Amended): 

Lines 2-8, "a circumferential projection on... support frame" has been deleted and 
replaced with ~ the first circumferential projection being configured to engage an edge 
of the second support frame when the bottom and sidewalls of the container pass 
through the first end opening of the second support frame to extend substantially within 
the second support frame-. 

In claim 30 (Currently Amended): 

Line 7, "the rim" has been amended to -the top opening-. 

In claim 31 (Withdrawn): 

Line 2-8, "wherein the inner box... the first inner box holder" has been deleted 
and replaced with -wherein the container further comprises the first circumferential 
projection extending at an angle at least in part in a horizontal direction, which is 
connected with the container adjacent an upper edge of at least one sidewall of the 
container, which first circumferential projection is provided with at least one first 
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projection which engages the second engagement portion near the first end opening of 
the first support frame-. 

In claim 32 (Withdrawn): 

Line 2-4, "wherein the projection... in downward direction" has been deleted and 
replaced with --wherein the at least one first projection comprises a wall part extending 
throughout the circumference of the container, from the first circumferential projection in 
downward direction-. 

In claim 33 (Withdrawn): 

Line 2-3, "wherein the projection... inner box holder" has been deleted and 
replaced with -wherein the at least one first projection engages a first recess near the 
first end opening of the first support frame-. 

In claim 34 (Withdrawn): 

Line 2-3, "wherein the first recess... inner box holder" has been deleted and 
replaced with -wherein the first recess extends throughout the circumference of the first 
support frame-. 

In claim 35 (Withdrawn): 

Line 2-8, "wherein the circumferential wall... inner box holder" has been deleted 
and replaced with -wherein the first circumferential projection is provided with at least a 
one second projection which extends in an upward direction from the first 
circumferential projection and which is situated opposite the at least one first projection 
and whose configuration is such that it is receivable in said first recess of a second 
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support frame placed in an inverted position onto the assembly of the container and the 
first support frame--. 

In claim 36 (Withdrawn): 

Line 2-8, "wherein the lower edge... inner wall part" has been deleted and 
replaced with -wherein the respective second end openings of the two first support 
frames are defined by two substantially parallel extending sidewall parts, comprising an 
inner wall part and an outer wall part, while over a first part of the circumference of the 
two first support frames the inner wall part projects further down than the outer wall part, 
and over a second part of the circumference the outer wall part projects further down 
than the inner wall part--. 

In claim 37 (Withdrawn): 

Line 2-6, "wherein the first part... inner box holder" has been deleted and 
replaced with -wherein the first part and the second part of the circumference are 
complementary, such that, with the two first support frames placed onto each other by 
the respective second end openings, the first circumference part of one first support 
frame abuts against the second circumference part of another first support frame-. 

In claim 42 (Currently Amended): 

Lines 5-14, "a container holder having... holder" has been deleted and replaced 
with -a container holder having a first open end and a second open end opposed to the 
first open end with a sidewall between the first open end and the second open end, the 
first open end having an engagement structure being cooperative with the fastener 
component to detachably position the container and the container holder as assembled 
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together in a first orientation in which the closed end and sidewall of the container 
extend substantially within the container holder such that the sidewalls of the container 
and of the container holder are adjacent, the engagement structure being further 
cooperative with the fastener component to detachably position the container and the 
container holder as assembled together in a second orientation in which the closed end 
and sidewall of the container extend substantially outside of the container holder such 
that the sidewalls of the container and of the container holder are non-adjacent--. 
Conclusion 

3. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Trinh T. Nguyen whose telephone number is (571) 272- 
6906. The examiner can normally be reached on M-F (9:30 A.M to 6:00 P.M). 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Michael Mansen can be reached on (571) 272-6608. The fax phone 
number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571- 
273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

/Trinh T Nguyen/ 

Primary Examiner, Art Unit 3644 

3/30/08 
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